A MEASURE OF FAITH

John 3:34-36

He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the
earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. What He has seen and heard, of that He
testifies; and no one receives His testimony. He who has received His testimony has set his seal
to this, that God is true. For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the
Spirit without measure (pétpov —metron). The Father loves the Son and has given all things
into His hand. He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son
will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.

2 Corinthians 10:10-13

For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive and
his speech contemptible.” Let such a person consider this, that what we are in word by letters
when absent, such persons we are also in deed when present. For we are not bold to class or
compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; but when they measure
(petpéw — metred) themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are
without understanding. But we will not boast beyond our measure (pétpov — metron), but within
the measure (pétpov — metron) of the sphere which God apportioned to us as a measure (pétpov
— metron), to reach even as far as you.

Ephesians 4:1-16

Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance
for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.
But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure (pétpov — metron) of Christ’s
gift. Therefore it says, “WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF
CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.” (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what
does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who
descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all
things.) And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up
of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to a mature man, to the measure (pétpov — metron) of the stature which belongs to the
fullness of Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful
scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the
head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint
supplies, according to the proper (pétpov — metron) working of each individual part, causes the
growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.



Romans 12:1-8

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the
will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. For through the grace given to me |
say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to
think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure (pétpov — metron) of
faith. For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them
accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he
who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality;
he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

CONCLUSION:

The phrase “God has allotted to each a measure of faith” does not refer to faith unto salvation,
but rather speaks of our ongoing faith applied in service to the Lord during our daily walk. This
faith will be in accordance with the gift or gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit, the ministries
made available to us by the Lord Jesus Christ, and, when applied, will result in effects which are
produced by God the Father (1 Cor 12:4-6).



