Colossians
The Preeminence of Christ [1:15-2:7]

The Supremacy of Christ [1:15-20]
He is the visible manifestation of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
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This section of the Book of Colossians has the composition of a hymn.

Some say that is should be broken up into two stanzas and others say three.

We will examine the entire section as a whole, without regard to the stanza breakdown.

The word “image” is gikov (eikon) which can either mean that which represents something or
that which is a manifestation of something.

The meaning here is manifestation indicating that Jesus is God, not merely a symbol of God.
Given the description of God as “invisible”, the best translation here is “visible manifestation”.
The word “firstborn” is TpwtdTOKOC (prototokos) which literally means one born first [Luke 2:7].
The word can also carry a figurative sense meaning prominence [LXX: Ps 89:27].

Jesus was clearly not the first human being born in the physical sense, Cain was [Gen 4:1].
However, in Psalm 2:7 the begetting of the Son is described as something already accomplished.
In verse 18 npwtdtokog (prototokos) refers to Jesus as the first one resurrected from the dead.

In that same verse, Paul uses tpaotedo (proteud = have first place) to refer the Jesus” prominence.
Most expositors choose to view this word as meaning authority, stature or prominence here.

I believe this should be taken literally as describing the begetting of Jesus” human soul and spirit.
This marks the beginning of the hypostatic union of the deity and humanity of Christ.

I believe this event necessarily precedes any creative event including the creation of the angels.
The use of the word “today” in Psalm 2:7 indicates that this event also marks the beginning of
time.

The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem constituted the joining together of His soul and spirit with His
body.

The phrase “of all creation” tells us that the begetting of the human soul and spirit of Jesus Christ
occurred prior to the creation of everything else that exists apart from God Himself.

With the result that by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth,
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The word “for” is 611 (hoti) which can mean “for”, “because” or “that” and is used here to mean
“such that” or “with the result that” as in 1 Tim 6:7.

This verse now has a much deeper meaning because Paul is not only telling us that Christ is the
agent of creation, but that His humanity existed when all things were created, including the
angels.

The phrase “by Him” is &v avt@ (en autd) which literally means “in Him”, but is used here in the
sense of agency and is correctly translated “by Him”.

The verb “were created” is ékticOn (ektisth&) which is an aorist verb meaning to instantaneously
bring something into existence, not through some long, drawn-out evolutionary process.

The phrase “both in the heavens and on earth” is important here because it shows that Christ’s
involvement in creation is not limited to the place of His incarnation.



visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities
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The phrase “visible and invisible” includes the physical universe and the spiritual realm.

This means the angels (including Satan) were created by Jesus Christ.

The demons are the result of procreation between fallen angels and human women [Gen 6:1-4].
God is Spirit [John 4:24], but He is the Creator, not part of the creation.

The phrase “whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities” is a description of the invisible
part of creation, specifying a hierarchy within the angelic realm.

Most commentaries look at all of these words as describing classes within the angelic realm.

A closer examination of the words produces a slightly different understanding.

The word “thrones” is from Op6vog (thronos) which is never used in the N.T to describe a person
(human or angelic), but rather a place of authority.

The word “dominions” is from xvp1otng (kurioté€s) which means “ruling power” or “dominion”
and describes a realm of authority, not a person.

The word “rulers” is from dpyn (arch€) which means “ruler” and used is in the N.T. to describe a
person [Rom 8:38; Titus 3:1].

The word “authorities” is from é€ovoia (exousia) which means “authority” and is used in the N.T.
to describe a person [Rom 13:1; Titus 3:1].

My conclusion is that Paul is describing two ranks of authority within the angelic realm (thrones
or dominions) and two classes of angels (rulers or authorities).

This means that Jesus Christ not only created the angels themselves, but He also established the
authority structure within which they operate.

This includes the realm of the fallen angels, although that authority structure has no doubt been
corrupted by their unrighteous natures.

all things have been created through Him and for Him
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The phrase “all things have been created” sums up everything mentioned in this verse.

The verb “have been created” is éxtioton (ektistai) which is a perfect verb meaning something
completed in the past with present ongoing results.

The phrase “through Him” tells us that the creation came about through the capabilities of Jesus
Christ — His wisdom, His strength, etc.

This means that Jesus Christ was not a foreman, but the master-workman of the creation project.
The phrase “for Him” has deep and far reaching implications.

The Greek ¢ic adtov (eis auton) actually means “to Him” or “unto Him”.

The implication is that Jesus Christ is the goal to which all of creation tends.

The underlying idea is that the whole purpose for the entirety of the creation is to bring glory and
honor to the Son of the Father’s love.

He is before all things, and by Him all things came into existence and remain in existence.
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The word “before” in the phrase “He is before all things” is wpo (pro) which could be positional
(in front of) or temporal (prior to).

The usage here is clearly temporal.

This verse reaffirms the statement that Jesus Christ is the “firstborn of all creation” [v. 15].



Jesus, the God-man in hypostatic union, pre-existed everything in the created worlds.

The phrase “in Him” is év a0t® (en autd) which is the same as in v. 16 and literally means “in
Him”.

Verse 17 is a summation of verses 15 and 16, so this should be translated “by Him” here as well.
The phrase “hold together” is a perfect of the verb cuvietnut (sunistémi) which means to “unite”,
“exist” or ”put together in an organized manner”.

The perfect tense is the key here.

Paul is saying that Christ is the agent by which all things came into existence and continue to be
in existence and that the creation was done in an organized manner.

Paul is saying that Christ is the agent by which all things came into existence and continue to be
in existence and that the creation was done in an organized manner.

Jesus Christ did not stop working when the creation was complete — He sustains this universe and
will continue to do so until it is time to destroy all of it [2 Pet 3:7, 10].

He is also head of the body, the Church;
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The word “head” is kepoAn (kephal€) which can refer to a body part or, figuratively, a leader.

It is clear that Paul intends for this to be understood figuratively as a body part, but is also
highlighting Christ’s leadership over His Church.

The word “body” is cdpa (soma) which can refer to a human or animal body or be used to
describe a group of people.

Once again, Paul intends for this to be understood figuratively as a body, but is also referring to a
group of people.

The word “church” is éxkinoio (ekkl€sia) which refers to an assembly or congregation.

This is not a reference to a local church, but rather to the assembly of all born-again believers
throughout the world as well as those who have already departed through physical death.

The phrase “the Church” is in apposition to the phrase “the body” meaning that they describe the
exact same group of believers.

The “body” brings into view the “organic” nature of the assembly of believers whereas the
“Church” tends to emphasize organizational aspects.

and He is the beginning, the firstborn from physical death,
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The word “beginning” is apy1| (arch&) which we saw in verse 16 can mean “ruler”, but the basic
meaning of the word is “first” which can indicate rulership or being first in time as it does here.
The word “firstborn” is TpwtdToKog (prototokos) which we saw in verse 15 and is used in a
temporal way here as well.

The idea of being “born” from the dead is a reference to resurrection.

The phrase “from the dead” refers to being taken out of the place of physical death.

Paul is describing the attaining of a resurrection body that is not subject to physical death.

The Bible records examples of people being raised such as Lazarus [John 11:1-44], the son of the
widow in Nain [Luke 7:12-15], Jairus’ daughter [Luke 8:41-42; 49-55] and the saints at Christ’s
resurrection [Matt 27:51-53].

However, none of these people received their resurrection bodies at that time.

Jesus Christ is the only person who has ever been clothed in a c®pa Tvevpoaticov (soma
pneumatikon) [1 Cor 15:42-44].
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so that He (and only He) might come to have first place in everything.
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The Greek word iva (hina) introduces a purpose clause here.

This reveals God’s purpose in making Jesus head of the Church, the beginning, and the firstborn.
The verb “will come” is yévntou (genetai) which already implicitly defines the subject as “he”.
By explicitly adding the word adtog (autos) which means “he”, Paul is adding a strong emphasis.
To convey this emphasis, this could be translated “He (and only He)”.

The verb yévnron (gengtai) is in the subjunctive mood and should be translated “might come”.
The verb “to have first place” is from mpwtev® (proteud) which means to “be first” or “hold the
highest rank”.

Paul uses this word to clearly describe Christ’s preeminence over all things.

The phrase “in everything” necessarily eliminates any exceptions.

The plan of God calls for Jesus Christ to be preeminent over everything, visible and invisible.

For the Father was pleased to opt for all the fullness of Deity to dwell in Him,
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The phrase “it was the Father’s good pleasure” is the translation of the verb evdoxéw (eudoked).
This verb can mean “to be well pleased” or “to take delight”.

It can also mean “to choose something because you consider it to be good” [Luke 12:32].

This second meaning seems to better fit the message being conveyed here.

Note that the phrase “the Father” is in italics indicating that it is not in the original text.

It is obvious from the context (v. 20) that God the Father is the subject of the verb here.

The phrase “all the fullness” is wav T TAMpopa (pan to pléroma) which is the exact same phrase
we find in Col 2:9.

This helps us understand that “fullness” in this verse is talking about Christ’s deity.

This verse, along with Col 2:9, explains that the hypostatic union did not somehow diminish the
deity of the Son of God.

Jesus Christ is the God-man — a joining together of undiminished deity and sinless humanity.
This verse goes further to give us some insight into the Divine Decrees — in eternity past God the
Father determined that God the Son would be the unique member of the Trinity that would take
on bodily form to be the Savior of helpless mankind.

and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself
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The phrase “through Him” makes it clear that reconciliation to God must come through the
person of Christ.

The object of saving faith is the Savior Himself understanding that He paid the price for our sins.
The verb “to reconcile” is dnokoatorldocw (apokatallassd) which means “to transition from
hostility to a friendly relationship”.

This tells us that, as a result of the fall, lost mankind is at enmity with God.

The phrase “all things” is explained by the end of the verse to be things on earth and in heaven.
Clearly God does not need reconciliation to Himself, so this refers to all created things.

The phrase “to Himself” could refer to God the Father or to Jesus Christ.

Given that the Father is working to reconcile all things through the Son, it makes more sense for
this to be a reference to the Father.



having made peace through the blood of His cross;
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The verb “having made peace” introduces the explanation for how reconciliation came about.
Reconciliation is possible through Christ because He made peace through His death on the cross.
The phrase “through the blood of His cross” describes the death of Jesus on the cross.

He could not bring about reconciliation through His suffering or His good deeds — Jesus had to
die for our sins in order to reconcile man to God.

through Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
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The phrase “through Him” is included in some texts and not in others.

Text criticism favors including this phrase here, but regardless it is clear that the rest of this verse
is describing the “all things” reconciled through Him.

The phrase “I say” is not in the original text.

Including this phrase here almost makes it sound like this is Paul’s opinion rather than the word
of God.

The phrase “whether things on earth or things in heaven” tells us the extent of reconciliation.
Jesus’ death on the cross was necessary to reconcile all things to God — mankind, spirit beings,
and the creation itself [Rom 8:19-22].

We do not understand the full ramifications of the cross for spirit beings (angels and demons).
Note that this verse does not mean that all things are reconciled to God, but reconciliation was
made possible through the death of Christ on the cross.

Reconciliation through Christ [1:21-23]

And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in thinking, engaged in evil deeds,
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The phrase “although you were” is derived from a pronoun and a participle of the verb &iui
(eimi).

The word “although” is included in the translation to complement the word “yet” in verse 22.
The word “formerly” is moté (pote) which means “at some time”, “once”, “formerly” or “ever”.
The usage here is to indicate that what follows pertains to the way things were in the past.

The word “alienated” is from dmoiAiotprom (apallotriod) which means “excluded”, “estranged”,
or “alienated” [Eph 2:12; 4:18].

The meaning here is alienated from God.

The word “hostile” is from €y0pdg (echthros) which means “enemy” or “hostile” [Gal 4:16; Jas
4:4].

The meaning here is hostility of mind.

The word “mind” is from diédvoia (dianoia) which means “understanding” or “a mode of
thinking” [Luke 1:51; Eph 4:18; 1 John 5:20].

This is not the brain, but the content of thoughts.

The phrase “engaged in evil deeds” describes the outward result of the hostile thinking.

This could also be translated “in the deeds of the evil ones”.



yet He has now reconciled you in His incarnation through spiritual death
vovi 8¢ amokatnAAAEEV €V T® cMUATL THG capKOg avTod 610 Tod Havdtov

O

O O 0O O O 0o O o0 O O

The words “yet ... now” are vovi 8¢ (nuni de) which begin this phrase to highlight a contrast with
the way things once were.

This new reality is true for these believers.

The phrase “He has ... reconciled you” is the active verb drmoxatniiaev (apokatellaxen).

Some good manuscripts have the passive verb arnoxatAiiaynte (apokatéllagéte) here.

The passive verb would be translated “you have been reconciled” which reads well in context.

In either case, Christ is the one who brings about the reconciliation through His death.

The phrase “in His fleshly body” is actually “in the body of His flesh”.

The body is mentioned as a clear reference to Christ coming in the flesh.

The phrase “through death” is 310 Tod Oavdrov (dia tou thanatou).

Because His human body is mentioned here some assume this is talking about His physical death.
However, the text does not in any way specify that physical death is in view here.

We know from the fall in Genesis and John 19:30 that this is Christ’s spiritual death on the Cross.

in order to present you in His sight holy and blameless and beyond reproach —
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The phrase “in order to present” is mapaoctiioal (parastésai) which means “to place beside”.

The meaning here is to present something to someone [Rom 12:1; Eph 5:27; Col 1:28].

The word “before” is katevomov (katendpion) which means “in front of” or “before”.

This is not time related as we saw in verse 17; this is locative — in His sight [2 Cor 2:17; 12:19].
The word “blameless” is from dpopog (amdmos) which means “unblemished” or “blameless”.
We are not blameless, but by God’s grace we can be seen as blameless [Phil 2:15; 2 Pet 3:14].
The phrase “beyond reproach” is from dvéyxinrtog (avegklétos) which means “irreproachable”.
This quality is mentioned as a qualification for office in a local church [1 Tim 3:10; Titus 1:6-7].

since indeed you persevere in the faith firmly established and steadfast,
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This conditional clause is &f (ei) plus a present active indicative verb which makes it a first class
conditional — if and it is true.

This should be translated “since”, but what follows tells us that this is temporal, not positional.
The word “indeed” affirms the assumption that the audience is continuing in the faith.

Because these believers are walking by faith, they are being sanctified by God so that they are
found to be beyond reproach.

The word “continue” is from émpéve (epimend) which means to continue in an activity [Rom
6:1].

It is most often used in the N.T. to refer to staying in a particular place [1 Cor 16:7-8], but here it
is used of believers who persevere in the faith.

The phrase “in the faith” is a reference to ongoing faith.

This is similar to the way Peter used the word faith in 2 Pet 1:1 where he was referring to the full
content of our walk of faith, not saving faith.

The phrase “firmly established” is from Bgpeidm (themeliod) which means being place upon a
firm foundation —i.e. grounded in the truth.

Here it is in the perfect tense describing a past completed action with present ongoing results.
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The word “steadfast” is from &dpaioc (edraios) which means “standing firm”.
Having been placed on a firm foundation of God’s eternal truth, the believer is to stand firm in
the midst of this fallen world around us [1 Cor 15:58].

and are not shifted away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard,
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The verb “moved away” is from petaxivém (metakined) which means “shift” or “remove”.

This is not a physical shift, but a mental shift away from the hope of the gospel.

The word “hope” is from €\nig (elpis) which means “confident expectation”.

The gospel gives us a confident expectation that we will receive the promises of God.

The gospel is the good news we have received from God.

This includes the promise of eternal life for all who believe in Christ and every other promise of
God.

The phrase “that you have heard” eliminates any excuse for not knowing the good news.

Having heard and believed, the Colossians simply need to continue in that faith.

which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven,
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The word “proclaimed” is from knpvoow (k&russd) which means “make known” or “announce”.
This word is often translated “preach” as well [1 Cor 1:23; 2 Cor 1:19; 4:5; Gal 2:2; 2 Tim 4:2].
The phrase “in all creation under heaven” refers to the widespread proclamation of the gospel.
We recognize this as a figure of speech because we realize that not every person on the earth
heard Paul preach the gospel.

and of which 1, Paul, was made a servant.
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The phrase “of which” is the neuter pronoun o (hou) which refers back to the word gospel.

The whole impact of the gospel described in this passage — reconciliation, temporal sanctification,
hope, etc. —is in view here.

The word “minister” is didxovog (diakonos) which means servant.

Paul describes himself as a bond-slave (6odAog, doulos) of Christ [Rom 1:1; Titus 1:1], but a
servant of the gospel.

The Mystery of Christ [1:24-27]

Now I rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf,
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The verb “rejoice” is yaipw (chaird) which means to be in state of happiness/joy.

This word does not necessarily include an outward expression of inner joy, but that certainly may
take place [Luke 13:17; 15:32; 19:37-38].

The word “sufferings” is from ndOnuo (pathéma) which means suffering or misfortune.

This word includes the inner, soul response to the misfortune suffered, not just the outward
experience itself.

The phrase “for your sake” is literally “for you”, but the word vzép (huper) can mean “on behalf
of” or “for the sake of”.

The idea being communicated is that Paul’s had suffered for the benefit of the Colossians [v. 25].
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and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the Church,
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The phrase “in my flesh” is a reference to Paul’s physical body, not his sin nature.

Paul suffered physically in his service for the Church [Acts 14:19; 16:22; 2 Cor 11:24-28].

The phrase “I do my share” is dvtavorinp® (antanaplérd) which means “take one’s turn in filling
up” or “supply on behalf of someone else”.

The complete NASB translation of this Greek word is “I do my share ... in filling up” with the
last part coming later in this verse.

The phrase “on behalf of His body” uses the preposition vrép (huper) just as we saw before.
Paul’s sufferings are for the entire body of Christ.

To make his statement perfectly clear, Paul restates the equivalency of Christ’s body and the
Church which we saw in verse 18.

in supplying a necessary part of Christ’s afflictions.
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The phrase “in filling up” is the remainder of the translation of dvtoavaminp® (antanaplérd).
The word is used only here in the N.T. and carries the meaning of “supplying”.

The phrase “what is lacking” is from votépnpa (husteréma) which means “need”. “lack”, “want”,
or “deficiency” [1 Cor 16:17; 2 Cor 8:14; 9:12; 11:9; Phil 2:30; 1 Thess 3:10].

Looking at these other Pauline uses of botépnua (husteréma) we see in each case that he is
describing a necessary part of something which could be supplied from multiple sources.
The word “afflictions” is from 0ATy1c (thlipsis) which means “distress”, “tribulation”, or
“affliction”.

It is very important to note here that this word is never used of Christ’s sacrificial death.

So Paul is not saying that Christ’s sacrificial death on the Cross was insufficient in any way.
Instead, Paul is referring to the afflictions which Christ suffered during His life.

Those afflictions continue even after Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension as He suffers
whenever His body (the Church) suffers [Acts 9:4 cf. Isa 63:9].

Of the Church I myself became a servant according to the stewardship from God
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The phrase “Of this church” is the pronoun 1fig (hés) whose nearest antecedent is ékkAncio
(ekklgsia) in verse 24 which we know refers to the universal Church.

The phrase “T was made” is &y (egd) plus the verb yivouou (ginomai) which means “to become”.
The verb is already a first person singular, so éym (egd) is added for emphasis.

The word “minister” is didkovog (diakonos) which we saw in verse 23 meaning “servant”.

Paul was a servant of the gospel (to unbelievers) and the Church (to believers).

The word “stewardship” is from oikovouio (oikonomia) which means responsibility of
management or “stewardship”, but can also refer to a plan, arrangement or “dispensation”.

Here this word is describing Paul’s role as a steward of the Church [Eph 3:2] who was given the
awesome responsibility of preaching about the mystery regarding this dispensation [Eph 3:9].

given to me for your benefit, to make the word of God fully known,
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The phrase “bestowed on me” is a participle of didwut (didomi) plus the dative of &yd (egd)
which literally means “given to me”.



The phrase “for your benefit” is gi¢ dudg (eis humas) which means “for you”, but in context
clearly implies a benefit for the audience.

The phrase “so that I might fully carry out” is from mAnpow (plérod) which means “make full”,
but can mean to “fulfill” or “complete” [Rom 8:4; Rev 3:2].

The phrase “the preaching of” is not in the original text and has been added to try to explain in
what way Paul completed the word of God.

Paul’s stewardship involved the writing of N.T. books which included explaining the mystery of
the Church as well as preaching the whole counsel of the word of God to many people in many
places.

that is, the mystery which has been sealed up from the past ages and generations,
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The phrase “that is” is not part of the original text.

The translators included these words here to help us understand that “the mystery” is in
apposition to the phrase “the word of God” from verse 25.

The word “mystery” is pootprov (mustérion) which can mean “secret”, “concealed”, or
“unrevealed”.

Paul’s explanation here is the key to the N.T. usage which is “something previously unrevealed”.
The phrase “which has been hidden” is a participle of dmoxponT® (apokruptd) which means “hide
from”, “conceal”, or “keep secret”.

My preferred translation is “seal up” [Dan 12:4].

The phrase “from the past ages and generations” denotes the times and people of the past.

The word “past” is not in the original text, but makes sense given the context.

but has now been revealed to His saints,
VOV 8¢ épavepddn Toig dryiolg avTod

O

O

The word “manifested” is from @avepdw (phanerod) which means “reveal”, “disclose”, or “make
known”.

That which was sealed up has now been unsealed which is best translated “reveal”.

The phrase “to His saints” is important because God had revealed many things to His people, but
the doctrine of the Church was unknown to them until revealed through the N.T. authors.

The teaching about the Church is directed toward believers.

to whom God purposed to make known what is the abundance of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles,
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The word “willed” is from 0éAw (thelo) which means “wish”, “desire” , “want”, or “will”.

Here this word is an expression of God’s will in terms of His purpose in revealing the mystery of
the Church [John 1:43].

The phrase “to make known” is from yvwpilo (gnorizo) which means “make known”, or
“reveal”.

Paul uses this term here to explain that God’s purpose in unsealing the doctrine of the Church is
so that it will be known by His saints.

The word “riches” is mlobtoc (ploutos) which means “wealth” or “abundance”.

The word “glory” speaks of the shining forth of the perfect attributes and character of God in the
revealing of this mystery.



The phrase “among the Gentiles” is significant here because God had previously revealed His
truth through the prophets of Israel.

This revelation regarding the Church is of particular importance to the Gentiles who now have
equal status in their worship of God.

which is Christ in you, the confident expectation of glory.
0 éoTv Xp1otog &v vuiv, N EATIG ThiC 60ENG:

@)
O
@)

O O O O O

The word “which” is a singular neuter pronoun referring back to the word “mystery”.

What follows is a description of important elements of the nature of the Church.

The phrase “Christ in you” is a powerful statement of one of the key distinctions of the Church
[Rom 8:10; 2 Cor 13:5].

The people of Israel were led by the pre-incarnate Christ through the cloud and the fire, but they
were never indwelled by Christ.

The word “you” is a plural which refers to all of the believers in the church at Colossae which
was made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

This clearly states that Christ indwells all believers, regardless of their ancestry.

The word “hope” is é\mig (elpis) which means “confident expectation”.

As believers, we should have confident expectation that God will fulfill His promises.

The word “glory” is from 66&a (doxa) which means “splendor” or “greatness”.

Here this is a description of ultimate glorification for believers.

Wisdom and Maturity in Christ [1:28-2:5]

We proclaim Him, admonishing every person and teaching every person with all wisdom,
OV NUETG KatayyEAAopey vouBetodvteg Tavta dvOpwmov kai 510doKovTeg mhvto dvOpomov &v

néiomn cooiq,

o The word “we” here refers to Paul and Timothy.

o As believers, we also should proclaim Christ.

o The word “proclaim” is from xatayyélio (kataggelld) which means “make known in public to be
broadly disseminated” [Acts 17:23; Rom 1:8].

o The word “admonishing” is from vovBetém (noutheted) which means “counsel about avoidance
or cessation of an improper course of conduct” [1 Thess 5:12, 14; 2 Thess 3:15].

o The phrase “every man” uses the word dvBpwmog (anthropos) which means “human being” as
opposed to avip (anér) which is also translated “man” and refers to an adult human male.

o The word “wisdom” is from cogia (Sophia) which refers to knowledge which has become ready
to be applied to life [Rom 11:18; Col 4:5; James 1:5].

o Paul here is speaking of true wisdom which can only come from God, not the fake “wisdom” of

this world [1 Cor 1:19-24; James 3:13-17].

so that we may present before God every person mature in Christ.
va Tapactiompey Tavta avopwmov télelov &v Xplotd-

O
O
O

The phrase “so that” is iva (hina) which is used to introduce a purpose clause.
Paul and Timothy’s teaching and admonishment was done with a goal in mind [1 Tim 1:5].
The phrase “may present” is a subjunctive of mapiotn (paristémi) which means “bring before”.
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There is no direct object given here, but the idea is the same as in Col 1:22 [see also Eph 5:25-
27].

Once again the phrase “every man” uses the word dvBpwnog (anthropos) which means “human
being”.

The word “complete” is from téAeioc (teleios) which means “perfect”, “complete”, or “mature”.
Given the context of teaching and admonishment, the meaning here is spiritual maturity.

The phrase “in Christ” is too important to be overlooked here.

It is only because of the spiritual assets we have due to our position in Christ that we are able to
grow to maturity in the faith.

Furthermore, the maturation process involves growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ [2 Pet 3:18].

To this end also | work very hard,
€1g 0 Kol Kom®

O
O
O

@)

The phrase “For this purpose” is literally “to this” or “for this”.

Given that verse 28 ended with a purpose clause, this could be translated “To this end” as well.
The word “labor” is from xomdw (kopiad) which means “work hard” or “toil to the point of
exhaustion”.

This word means that a lot of effort is involved [Luke 5:5; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor 4:12; Phil 2:16].

striving according to His operating power, which powerfully operates within me.
AyoVILOUEVOS KOTA TNV EVEPYELOY AOTOD THV EVEPYOLUEVIV £V EUOL €V SUVALLEL.

O

O O

o O O O

The word “striving” is from dywvifopot (agdonizomai) which means “fight”, “compete” or
“struggle” [1 Cor 9:25; 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7].

This echoes the idea of xomdaw (kopiad).

The word “power” is from évépyeia (energeia) which means “operating power” or “power in
action” [Eph 1:19; 3:7; 4:16; Col 2:12; 2 Thess 2:9].

The word “mightily” is &v duvauel (en dunamei) which means “in power”.

This “power” is functional power.

The verb “works” is from évepyém (energed) which is a cognate of évépyeia (energeia).

This word means “power put into operation”.

For | want you to recognize how great a determined effort | have on your behalf
O&\® yap VUAG eidévar NATKoV dydva Exm VTEP VUMV

O

O O O O

9% ¢

The verb “to know” is from o1da (oida) which means “know”, “understand”, or “recognize”.

Here Paul wants the Colossian believers to recognize the work he is doing for them.

The word “struggle” is from dymv (agdon) which means “fight”, “competition”, or “struggle”.

This is the noun form of the participle which is translated “striving” in v. 1:29.

The phrase “on your behalf” is literally “for you”, but the word vrép (huper) can mean “on behalf
of” or “for the sake of”.

We translated this “on your behalf” back in v. 1:24.
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and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not met me in person,
Kol TV &v Aaodikeig Kol 6601 00y 0pakay TO TPOCOTOV OV €V GOPKi,

O O O O O O

The phrase “and for those who are at Laodicea” tells us that Paul had a burden for those believers.
Remember, Paul was writing this letter to the believers in the church at Laodicea as well [4:16].
The phrase “personally seen my face” is literally “seen my face in the flesh”.

This is an idiom describing a face-to-face meeting.

This verse indicates that Paul had not been to either of the churches at Colossae or Laodicea.
Nonetheless, Paul worked hard for these believers and others whom he had never met.

so that their hearts may be encouraged, having been united in love,
tva TapaxAnOdo al kapdiot avtdv cvuPipacdivieg €v aydnn

@)
O
@)

The word “that” is iva (hina) which is used to introduce a purpose clause.

Paul is explaining why he exerts such a determined effort on behalf of these believers.

The word “hearts” is from kapdia (kardia) which does mean “heart”, but is not referring to the
blood pumping organ here, but to the center of thinking, feeling, volition, desires, etc.

The phrase “may be encouraged” is from mapaxaréw (parakaled) which can mean “urge”,
“implore”, “exhort”, “encourage”, or “comfort” [Rom 12:1, 8; 2 Cor 1:4-6; 12:8; Eph 4:1; 1
Thess 3:2, 7].

In context, either “comforted” or “encouraged” would seem to fit the best.

Given that no difficulty or affliction is mentioned, “encouraged” is probably the best translation.
The phrase “having been knit together” is from cvpfipélm (sumbibazd) which can mean “prove”,
“conclude”, “instruct”, or “bring together” [Acts 9:22; 16:10; 1 Cor 2:16; Eph 4:16; Col 2:19].
This is a plural masculine participle which is not referring to their hearts, but rather to the people
themselves who are all part of the body of Christ.

The phrase “in love” is talking about dydnn (agap€) love which is an integrity based love that
does not demand worthiness of its object.

and that they obtain all the spiritual wealth that comes from the full conviction of
understanding,
Koi €i¢ v TAoVTOG THG TANPOPOPING THG CLVEGEWC,

O

O O O O

o

The phrase “attaining to” is €ig (eis) which means “to”, but is used in a myriad of ways.
This begins the first of two &ig (eis) clauses, the second one being translated “resulting in”.
This gig (eis) clause gives the second purpose for Paul’s hard work on their behalf.

The second ¢ig (eis) clause explains the desired outcome of full assurance.

The word “wealth” is mAobtoc (ploutos) which we saw in v. 1:27 to mean “wealth” or
“abundance”.

Here this is referring to spiritual riches, not financial prosperity.

The phrase “full assurance” is from mTAnpogopia (pleérophoria) which means “certainty” or “full
assurance” [1 Thess 1:5; Heb 6:11; 10:22].

The word “understanding” is from c¥veoig (sunesis) which means “comprehension” or
“understanding” in having a full grasp of a topic.

the outcome being a full knowledge of God’s mystery, namely, Christ,

elg éniyvoow 100 puotpiov tod Beod, Xprotod,

O

The phrase “resulting in” is &ig (€is).
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O O O O O O

This begins the second &ic (eis) clause which explains the desired outcome of full conviction
[Rom 6:16, 19, 22; 15:18].

The phrase “true knowledge” is from éniyvooig (epigndsis) which means “full knowledge”.

This is a deeper understanding than simple yvwoig (gndsis).

The phrase “that is, Christ Himself” is Xpiotod (Christou) which simply means “Christ”.

This word is in apposition to “mystery” which means that Christ is the mystery.

Some manuscripts include “both the Father and” here, but text criticism favors omitting that text.
The NET Bible translates this “namely, Christ” which better captures Paul’s emphasis.

in whom are stored up all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
gv O gio mhvteg ol Ooavpoi tfig Goeiac Kol YVOGEDG AmdKPLEOL.

O O O O O O

O

The word “hidden” is from dndkpvog (apokruphos) which means “kept from” or “hidden”.
This is a cognate of darokpdmte (apokruptd) which we translated in v. 1:26 as “sealed up”.
The meaning here is not “hidden away from sight” but rather the idea of being “stored up”.
The word “treasures” is from Onoavpdg (thesauros) which means “repository” or “treasure”.
Here it speaks of that which is stored up, so “treasures” is a good translation.

The word “wisdom” is from cogia (Sophia) as we saw in v. 1:28.

The word “knowledge” is from yv®doig (gnosis) not éniyvmaoig (epigndsis) as we saw in v. 2:2.

| say this so that no one will deceive you with misleading persuasive arguments.
Todto Ay, tva undeig budc mapoaroyilntat év mbavoroyig.

@)

@)
o
@)

The phrase “I say this” is a reference back to what Paul had just written in the previous verses.
This includes “full conviction of understanding” which results in “full knowledge of Christ”.
Once again we find a purpose clause here.

Paul’s ultimate purpose in working so hard for these believers was that they grow in their faith so
as not to be easily led astray by false teachers.

The verb “will delude” is from maporoyifopon (paralogizomai) which means “deceive” or
“delude”.

This is describing a deception [Jas 1:22].

The phrase “persuasive argument” is mbavoloyia (pithanologia) which means “persuasive
speech”.

This is a hapax legomenon, but is similar to ypnotoAoyia (chréstologia) in Rom 16:18.

The idea is an argument with a false conclusion being presented that seems logical on the surface
and can be quite convincing to those who do not have a firm understanding of the truth.

For even though | am physically separated from you, nevertheless | am with you in spirit,
el yop kol Tf) copki dmeyut, GAAL T@ TVELLLOTL GOV DUV i,

o O O O O O O

The phrase “even though” is €i xai (ei kai) which literally means “if even”.

This combination forms a first class conditional meaning that the statement which follows is true.
The phrase “I am absent” is dney (apeimi) which means “I am away from”.

This is presented here in direct contrast to the phrase “I am with you” [1 Cor 5:3; 1 Thess 2:17].
The phrase “in body” is literally “in the flesh” and is given in contrast to “in spirit”.

By “in the flesh” Paul is describing physical presence.

The phrase “I am with you in spirit” does not mean that Paul was transported spiritually to
Colossae.

Paul means that he has constantly kept the Colossian believers in his thoughts and prayers.
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rejoicing to be aware of your good discipline and the unwavering strength of your faith in
Christ.

yoipov kol PAET@V UGV TV TAEWY Kol TO oTEPE®UA THS &g XPLoTOV TGTEMG DUMDV.

O

O O O 0O O O O O

The word “rejoicing” is from yoaipm (chaird) which is the same word we saw in v. 1:24 meaning a
state of happiness/joy.

These believers were a source of joy for Paul.

The phrase “to see” is from PAénw (blepd) which means “see” but can also mean “know about”.
Paul was well aware of the spiritual growth of these believers.

The phrase “good discipline” is from t4&1g (taxis) which means “orderliness” [1 Cor 14:40].

Here this word speaks of proper organization within the church which is the result of discipline.
The word “stability” is otepéopa (steredma) which means “firmness” or “steadfastness”.

This word is used only here in the Bible, but is similar to the word for “firm” in 1 Pet 5:9.

This word is used of military forces that are strong and committed to the battle.

Our Walk in Christ [2:6-7]

Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, live out your life abiding in Him,
'Qc oV maperdPete TOV Xp1oTov Incodv 1oV KOplov, &v odTd TEPIMATEITE,

O O O 0O O O O

The word “Therefore” tells us that a conclusion is being drawn here.

Paul gives an exhortation to these believers based upon their spiritual growth.

The word “received” is from napaiapufdave (paralamband) which means “receive alongside”.
The Greek word Loppdve (lamband) means “receive” — the mapa (para) prefix adds emphasis.
The phrase “Christ Jesus the Lord” is found only here in the Bible.

Paul states it this way to emphasize that Christ is the Lord of all who believe in Him.

The word “walk is from nepitatéw (peripated) which means “walk” but is most often used in the
N.T. as an idiom for “conduct one’s life”.

Because the context is temporal, the phrase “in Him” is not describing positional truth, but rather
the “abiding” that Jesus and John spoke about [John 15:4-7; 1 John 2:6, 27-28; 3:6, 24; 4:13].

having been firmly rooted and now being edified in Him and established in the faith,
gppriopévol kol moodopovpevol &v avtd Kai Befatovpevol Tfj miotet

O

The phrase “having been firmly rooted” is from pi{ow (rhizo6) which means “firmly rooted” or
“fixed”.

This is a perfect passive participle of p1rléw (rhizo6) describing a past completed action by an
outside agent (God) with present, ongoing results.

This “being rooted” is “in Him” which indicates that these believers have been firmly rooted in
Christ — a very important event that occurred the moment they placed their faith in Him.

The phrase “being built up” is from éroucodopéwm (epoikodomed) which means “build upon” or
“edify” [1 Cor 3:10, 12, 14; Eph 2:20; Jude 20].

The Greek word owodopéwm (oikodomed) means “build” and the €r (ep) prefix adds the
dimension of building on top of something already built.

This “being edified” is also “in Him” which indicates that these believers who have been firmly
rooted in Christ need to continue to grow in Him [2 Pet 3:18].
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The word “established” is from Befaidw (bebaiod) which means “confirm”, “establish” or
“strengthen” [2 Cor 1:21; Heb 2:3; 13:9].

The phrase “in your faith” is tf] mictel (t€ pistei) which means “in the faith”.

This is not the faith of the individual believers, but “the faith” as in the content of what we

believe.

just as you were taught, and excelling in thanksgiving.
KaODC £510ayONTE, TEPIGOEVOVTEG £V ELYAPLOTIAL.

O

O O O O

The word “instructed” is from d10dokw (didaskd) which means “teach”.

The edification of these believers and their strength in the faith is the direct result of teaching.
The word “overflowing” is from nepiooevm (perisseud) which means “abound”.

This word can carry the meaning of going above and beyond as in “excel” [1 Thess 4:1, 10].
The phrase “with gratitude” is év ebyopiotia (en eucharistia) which means “in thanksgiving”.
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